
Victims of the Tobacco 
Industry: 

Children are the only source of 
replacement smokers-
Wanda de Kanter 
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1990-chest physician

2021 Netherlands Cancer Institute

Advisory board Lung Cancer Foundation 

IASLC Tobacco Committee & Lung Cancer

2009- Chair Youth Smoking Prevention 

2013- Tobacco no Investigative Journalism T.I
3 lawsuits & 1000 lectures
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Harvard moonshot: 
The Cancer cure isn’t a miracle, it is prevention
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WHY? From grave- to school-
yard: 

8 million people die each year due to smoking

50 x 8 million chronic diseases due to smoking

• Top 3 Health Inequity Western Countries :

• Smoking, lack of physical activity and lower SES / poverty
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2009 Youth Smoking Prevention

2/3 daily smokers will die of a smoking 
related disease, 1/4 before the age of 65 
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The Foundation wants to prevent the use of tobacco
by children and youngsters in order to ultimately turn 
tobacco use into history
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Smoking cessation essential in cancer
patients

• Long term survivorship:  prognosis > 
• Effect treatment >
• Adverse events treatment < 
• QOL short and long term >
• Prevent secondary primary tumor
• Prevent early metastases
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Mother Child

Fertility decreases

Less succes IVF

Early menopause

EUG 

Miscarriage

Placenta dysfunction & disruption

Early child-birth

• Congenital : cleft lip: 
stomatoschizis

• Small for dates
• Neurological problems
• Lung, heart problems
• Epigenetica
• Still born
• Sudden death
• Addiction
• Smaller brain
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SHS kills 1.2 million people/ year

• 65 000 of these premature and preventable deaths are in children under
15 years

• Smoking during pregnancy is responsible for about one
third of the additional stillbirths and infant deaths among
the most deprived households Maternal exposure to
second-hand smoke during pregnancy also increases the
risk of a baby being stillborn

• If we really are to prevent cancer we will prevent infant deaths
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Cochrane review smoking 
in psychiatry 2021

• Smoking related to
anxiety, depression, 
psychosis
schizofrenia

• Dosis response 
relationship
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Increased risk serious psychiatry: 
depression and schizofrenia
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Meta-analysis smoking & operation
Fit4surgery

• Preoperative Smoking status and Postoperatieve 
complicaties : a systematic review and Metaanalysis- Marie 
Grønkjaer et all Annals of surgery Volume 00, number 00, 
2013

• ICU ,woundinfections, pneumonia 4 x
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Corona crisis: 
mortality x 3 in 
smokers

• Greenwashing
• Buying scientists: smoking 

protects..
• Donating mouth mask and

ventilation machines
• Creating a corona vaccin ( WHO 

declined) 
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Inequity

• Tobacco is a leading contributing
cause of overall health inequities in 
Europe

• Lower social economical class: male 
smokers Netherlands ( 25- 47)  56% 
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Silent killer 
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Risk far away, no intoxication and invisible
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Human Rights Watch: child labour
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Environmental damage

Deforestation
Pesticides
Trillion filter plastic soup
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Cigarettes: 
addictive by
design – 7 sec
= 
Nicotine 
delivery device
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Many cues: conditioning: Pavlov
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Golden Holocaust Prof 
Proctor- Stanford: toxic
combination

• Curing
• Additives
• Ammonia

• Marketing
• lobby
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Lobby, marketing and greenwashing
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Replacement smokers 
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•Torches of freedom and
liberty- Freud 
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1 million dollar per point of sale  
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Harmreduction: denial,  creating doubt, in   
transition since 1950

• Filter (no effect) 
• Ventilation holes ( more adenocarcinoma) ; rigged cigarettes
• Light cigarettes ( not light, more ventilation holes)
• E cigarettes (Atlas group - US) sponsored by libertarians: Trojan Horse 

addicting children
• “Smoke free generation” : meanwhile targeting Third World
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Litigation is the way to end the
Tobacco Industry:

3 lawsuits

8 million deaths
100 million this century

W. De Kanter, Netherlands 



WHO FCTC 5.3: Fire wall
Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control ( 180 countries signed) 

Parties shall act to protect policies from commercial and
other interests of the tobacco industry
Legally binding



WHO FCTC  5.3 : no fire wall,  at all

2015, Youth Smoking Prevention brought a case 
against the State of the Netherlands in order to
end the structural, influence of the tobacco lobby 
on the government’s anti-smoking policy. 
The request: enforcement of article 5.3 of the
WHO FCTC
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WHO FCTC 5.3 : cordon sanitaire 

State Secretary of Health drawn up a protocol for
government officials for dealing with the tobacco
industry. 
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2017 Criminal lawsuit against the big 4 Tobacco 
Industries (1 million)   

Deliberately harming health 
Gross maltreatment 
(attempted ) manslaughter
Nicotine supply is the ultimate aim: addictive by design (Proctor) 

AND 

Falsification of documents / deception (ventilation holes)
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• Patients & Youth Smoking Prevention Foundation
• Dutch Cancer Foundation :  KWF 
• Lung foundation
• Hospitals, oncologists
• Paedeatricians
• City of Amsterdam
• International 
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Criminal law suit against the Big 4
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Sick of Smoking : grassroot vehicle: 

• Information about Big Tobacco
• Interviews patients and relatives
• 2022 part of Grant Australia 
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Mr Benedicte Ficq
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lawyer B.L.M. Ficq, at Meijering Van Kleef Ficq
& Van der Werf Advocaten in Amsterdam 46



I hereby report a series of crimes committed by the 
four
biggest tobacco manufacturers

• Philip Morris International (i.a. Marlboro, L&M, Chesterfield, and Philip 
Morris) 

• British American Tobacco (i.a. Lucky Strike, Pall Mall and Kent) 
• Japan Tobacco International (i.a. Camel and Winston) 
• Imperial Tobacco Benelux (i.a. Van Nelle, Drum, Gauloises and West), as 

against the de facto leaders of these tobacco companies, 
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Addiction: brain disease

• 2/3 children smoking one first cigarette become daily smokers
• 95 % smoking cessation fail
• The powerful addictive substance in tobacco, is nicotine.                  

Nicotine dependence is included in the International Classification
of Diseases (ICD-10). 

• Nicotine dependence is also included in the DSM-V ( range heroin
and cocaine.
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> 70 substances in tobacco smoke are 
carcinogenic. Deadly and addictive by design 

• Cigarettes are for 30 % composed out of added substances
• Sugar makes the taste more attractive & one of the combustion

products of sugar (acetaldehyde) enhances the addictive effect of 
nicotine 

• Added ammonia-based chemicals elevate nicotine uptake in the 
brain
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Lips & fingers close ventilation holes
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The Insider Jeffrey Wigand
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6-12-2018 Court in The Hague: No prosecution:

IT IS A LEGAL PRODUCT: go the government



• Judge: the
arguments of 
the plaintiffs
were correct, 
but the solution 
should be
sought in the
political field
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Lethal but legal
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Rigged cigarettes: filter fraud ventilation
2019 Emission levels forgery – EU 
Falsification of documents / deception (ventilation 
holes)

Tobacco manufacturers declared emission levels of tar, 
nicotine and carbon monoxide (TNCO) of their tobacco
products which were lower than the actual emission
levels when the tobacco products are used as intended, 
to which end the tobacco manufacturers have 
deliberately misled the compulsory laboratory tests
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Tobacco Products
Directive- TPD – EU law

• Lawsuit rigged cigarettes against the Dutch 
Government through the District court of 
Rotterdam 

• Referred the case to the European Court of 
Justice with a number of preliminary 
questions 
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European Union’s Court of Justice 2-2022

• Allows Dutch administrative court to review the way that filtered
cigarettes emissions are measured

• In 2018 the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment 
(RIVM) found that TNCO emissions were 2-26 times higher than the
legally permitted standards of 10 mgr tar , 1 mgr nicotine and 10 
mgr carbon monoxide during real life consumption

15-9-2022 Inspire2live 60



2- 9- 2022 District Court Rotterdam 

The Dutch Administrative court must base its assessment of our
enforcement request on a measurement that comes closest to the
actual poison intake of smokers

End of filter?

Motion against filter parliament ( plastic soup)
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What more can we do -

• Increase taxes every year > 10 %  ( also part of EU 
cancer prevention plan) 

• Minimum price essential

• Decrease Points of Sale (POS) by license system

• Tobacco Industry must pay for medical cost & 
smoking cessation
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Cigarette taxation and 
neonatal and infant 
mortality: A longitudinal 
analysis of 159 countries

Raising taxes on tobacco was associated with a 
reduction in neonatal and infant mortality globally. 
Implementing recommended levels of taxation in 
LMICs should be a priority since this is where the
lowest levels of taxation and the largest potential
infant mortality benefits exist.
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What more 
can we do-

• Mass claim with new legislation
with ongoing fraud, buying
influencers , fraudulous filter 
ventilation , lobbying and
marketing 

• End game policy ( Australia, New 
Zealand, Denmark, Singapore, 
Malaysia)  children born after 2016  
will never be allowed to buy
cigarettes. ( they will be 18 in 
2035, today they are 5 years old) 
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Endgame : Nicotine free generation by LAW-
2035

• 2016 lawyer Netherlands: a generation law is  possible

• Due to intense lobbying the SFG will not be reached in 2040

• Sick of Smoking generates petition together with a Tik Tok campaign

• Find politicians to introduce such a law
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Sick of Smoking 
Grass root 
petition for SFG 
LAW 
Family of Anne 
Marie will start 
the petition
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Lessons learned:  connecting the dots
afterwards

• Sincere & long term
• Be strong, brave & go on
• Patiënt advocate 
• 360 degrees , now and future
• Leave your bubble
• Be creative
• Think global, act local
• Create fuss: lawsuits
• Ask feedback

• Know the Facts & numbers
• Visualize network
• Naming and shaming when needed
• Social media, even Tik Tok 
• Investigative journalists
• Work with people who you trust
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Stella Kyriakides European Commissioner for Health and 
Food Safety. 
Human right advocate
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These 2 
women want 
to prevent 
cancer as a 
priority 

Dr Ursula Gertrud von der Leyen: 
MD, head of European Commission



Law suits AND 
activism essential 

to denormalize and 
criminalize to end 

this industry to 
prevent 30% cancer 

mortality 
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