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Cancer is the first or second leading cause of 
premature death in 134 countries 

Source: Wild et al. (2020) 
Data from: WHO Global Health Estimates 2016
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The cancer burden is expected to increase…
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…and to increase more in countries with low HDI
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IARC - an international 
effort to combat cancer
IARC is the specialized cancer
Agency of WHO, established in May
1965 following an initiative by
French leading scientists supported
by General de Gaulle, who
proposed the idea that advanced
nations could unite to curb a
growing global health threat:
cancer.
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Ireland 2007

Finland 1986

IARC’s 27 Participating States

United States 1965

Australia 1965

Japan 1972

Belgium 1970

Spain 2003

France 1965

Italy 1965

Germany 1965United Kingdom 1965

Norway 1987

Sweden 1979

Switzerland 1990

Netherlands 1967

Canada 1982

Russian Federation 1965

India 2006Rep. of Korea 2006

Austria 2008

IARC Governance

Governing Council
Scientific Council

Qatar 2013

Denmark 1990

Brazil 2013Hungary 2019

Iran 2018Morocco 2015

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Switzerland_(Pantone).svg
http://www.globosapiens.net/subapp_countries/app_data/flags/fullsize/ireland-flag.gif
http://www.essex.ac.uk/armedcon/images/country/headings/flags/india_flag_large.bmp


IARC – an international experience

300 staffs
50 countries
Post-graduate students, post-doctoral scientists, 

senior visiting scientists
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“A catalyst to progress”

To provide the scientific 
evidence-base for prevention

Cancer research for cancer prevention
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prevention

Supporting 
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Availability of cancer registries
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The importance of data
to better describe and understand the cancer burden
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Top cancer per country, age-standardized incidence rates in women
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Monographs Programme
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Tobacco intake
Alcohol intake

Diet
Overweight and Obesity

Infectious agents
Occupational exposure

Ionising radiation

UV radiation

Lack of physical activity
Hormones

Insufficient breastfeeding
Outdoor pollution

Outdoor chemical exposure

Number of new cancers attributable to lifestyle and environment, France 2015



Population attributable fraction
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Women waiting for cervical cancer screening, Guinea, India and Nepal
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Official recommended tests for primary cervical cancer screening
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Bruni L, et al. Lancet Glob Health. 2022;10(8):e1115-e1127. 



Cervical cancer prevention: HPV vaccination 2- vs 3-dose trial
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Basu P, et al. Lancet Oncol. 2021;22(11):1518-1529. 
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Median duration and interquartile range (in days) of the different intervals of a cancer patient's journey

Symptoms
recognition

3 (1-13) 7 (4-10)
28 (12-65)32 (1-147)*

1st medical
consultation

Biopsy
prescription

Biopsy
sampling

Cancer
diagnosis

Treatment initiation
Oncology Centre

141 (56-340)

156 (71-326)

Patient interval
30 (5-90)* 

Primary care interval Treatment  intervalBiopsy 
report   
interval

Global duration

Diagnosis Interval
52 (1-162)*

Health System Interval
90 (29-231)*

Patient and diagnosis interval

Biopsy 
appointment 
interval

Unpublished data



Canada*

US*

* Timeframe for breast cancer patients; adj: adjuvant; CT: chemotherapy; RT: radiotherapy
PI: Patient interval; PCI: Primary care interval; BRI: Biopsy result interval; DI: Diagnosis interval; HIS: Health services interval; TI: Treatment interval; GD: Global duration

Comparison of intervals with International Standards or timeframes (in days)

Australia
Brazil

• PI: -
• PCI: -
• BRI: -
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI for breast & cervix: < 15
• TI for other sites: < 30
• GD: -

Colombia

UK European Union*

• PI: 30
• PCI: 32
• BRI: 7
• DI: 52
• HIS: 90
• TI: 28
• GD: 156

Our study

• PI: -
• PCI: -
• BRI: -
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI for RT: < 28
• GD: -

• PI: -
• PCI: -
• BRI: -
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI for CT: < 120
• GD: -

• PI: 
• PCI: ≤ 14
• BRI: 
• DI: ≤ 28
• HIS: ≤ 62
• TI: ≤ 31
• GD: -

• PI: -
• PCI: -
• BRI: < 5 working days
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI: < 10 wd (optimum standard)
• TI: < 15 wd (minimum standard)
• GD: -

• PI:  ≤ 14
• PCI: ≤ 14
• BRI: -
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI for neo-adj CT: ≤ 28
• TI for surgery: ≤ 35
• TI for adj CT: ≤ 42
• GD: -

• PI: -
• PCI: -
• BRI: 
• DI: -
• HIS: -
• TI: < 60
• GD: < 90

Unpublished data



Thank you for your attention!
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