
||Institute of Molecular Systems Biology 11.03.2018 1Ernst Hafen



Citizen Science – A Swiss nutrition cohort 2.0!

• Project partners:
– Prof. Marcel Salathé, EPFL

– Prof. Christoph Stettler, Insel Hospital 
Bern

– MIDATA.coop

– ETH Zürich, BFH

• 2000 participants

• Starting 2018
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Citizen Science – The Swiss Hay Fever Cohort

• Project partners:
– Prof. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier, USZ

– MIDATA.coop

– ETH Zürich, BFH

• 100’000 participants

• Starting March 2018
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MIDATA.COOP

Personal (Health) Data Management
A European Democratic Cooperative Approach

Prof. Serge Bignens BFH, Institute for Medical informatics

Prof. Ernst Hafen ETH Zurich, Institute of Molecular Systems Biology
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Project Partners



MIDATA.COOP

Citizen-controlled data storage and sharing



MIDATA.COOP

A new trust-promoting framework

• Citizen owned

– Cooperatives

• Not for profit

– Revenues are reinvested for 

the benefits of members and 

society

• Open source

– Code available on Github

• Transparent

– Transparent governance

• Secure

– Data encryption, only 

members possess key

• Regional

– Promotion of regional linked 

MIDATA cooperatives



MIDATA.COOP

MIDATA.coop

MIDATA ecosystem for innovation
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MIDATA.COOP

Trust Framework

Fairness Solidarity Sustainable Innovation

Data Silos

Access to Personal Data

Linked Data Personal and Public Health Benefits

Access to Data Services

General AssemblyGovernance Rules Data Ethics Board
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Citizen-controlled Data Cooperative
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The Democratization of the Personal Data Economy

Ernst Hafen

<<<

Present

Artifical Intelligence

Global Dominance

Future

Artifical Intelligence Human Intelligence+

Fair democratic governance

Property owning democracy
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Contact information
Prof. Ernst Hafen
President MIDATA Genossenschaft, Zürich-Schlieren
Institute of Molecular Systems Biology
ETH Zurich
ehafen@ethz.ch
@ehafen

Prof. Serge Bignens
Institute of Medical Informatics, University of Applied Science Bern
serge.bignens@bfh.ch
@sbignens
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